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Welcome to

Well a good sign that autumn is
approaching is the dispatch of RHTT
sets to the regions, however things
have started even earlierin Yorkshire
this year with the appearance of
Colas Class 66s on training runs prior
to operating some of the Yorkshire
circuit. DRS have had this contract for
as long as|can remember, so this will
be interesting to see what happens.

In the news, despite the ongoing
rail strikes, British travellers are
increasingly turning to the train this
summer because petrol prices and
concerns about climate change have
becomeimportantfactorsindeciding
their travel plans, according to a poll
of over 1,000 people commissioned
by Trainline. Cost has become the
number one worry for people when
deciding how to travel, with 61%
saying they were more concerned
about cost now compared to last
month. As a result, despite recent
disruption, rail has been the fastest-
growing mode of transport among
those surveyed, with31% saying they
have been using the train morein the
past month. Three-in-ten travellers
said that rail being cheaper was a key
reason for taking the train, making
it one of the top three factors along
with speed of journey (47%) and
convenience (37%).

And there are early signs that July’s
record-breaking  heatwave has
influencedpublicbehaviour,with36%
of Brits now worrying more about the

ssue

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk

191

environmental sustainability of their
journey. Most of these people (61%)
specifically highlight July’s extreme
hot weather as the reason for their
environmental concerns, which is
a worry that spans the generations:
even more people aged 60+ basetheir
environmental concerns specifically
onJuly’s heatwave, thanthetypically
environmentally-aware 18-29
generation (63% v 60% respectively).

As a result of these concerns, more
people are now deciding their travel
plans based on the environmental
footprint of their journey (36%) than
traditional transport bugbears like
overcrowdingorlateness (both 32%).

Also in the news, and although
younger units have been sent for
scrap, the Class 321 Renatus fleet of
electrictrainscouldbecomeaBattery
Electric Multiple Unit (BEMU) thanks
to a new deal between Eversholt Rail
and Vivarail. The 30 strong fleet is
thanks to a £65m investment in AC
traction,airconandinteriorupgrade.

These trains are currently in
operation with Greater Anglia until
the introduction of their new trains
are complete. Vivarail, who already
has a reputation for its high quality
battery powered trains herein the UK
and America, willwork with Eversholt
Rail to develop a design to integrate
battery power that will provide 20 to
30 miles of self-propulsion.

Allowing the 321s to operate on non-
electrified or partly electrified lines
allowsfortheopportunitytoincrease
options for passengers.

Both Vivarail and Eversholt Rail has
discussed the options with various
operators and the Department for
Transport. The case development
will continue in 2022 and further
investment in the fleet will be
confirmed in due course.

Paul Sutherland, Client Services
Director at Eversholt Rail said,
“We are delighted to be working
in partnership with Vivarail on this
exciting project to develop our Class
321 fleet which will support the
UK’s decarbonisation targets. We
have a proud history of innovation
and investing in our fleets to meet
changing requirements, exploring
the viability of integrating battery
technology to the Renatus fleet is
the natural next step. Battery trains
offer an ideal solution for routes
with partly and un-electrified lines,
enabling the replacement of diesel
trains and bringing the air quality
and decarbonisation benefits.”

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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On July 16th, the ‘Solent Seacher’ railtour ran with Class
66 799 and 69 004 in top’n’tail mode. Seen here on the

Post Bridge and Weyhill. Dennis Rowland
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Andover - Ludgershall single line branch between Red

Class37418workingthe 6C55Aberystwyth - Chirk passes
Whitchurch on July 15th. Carl Grocott
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On July 2nd, the ‘Chopper Topper’ tour is seen at Whitacre where it reversed, after coming through Hams Hall before

heading to Shrewsbury with Class 20 189 and 20 205 on the rear and 20 142 and 20 007 leading.
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
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Michael Bennett, Sam Bilner,
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Robert Duff,
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Anton Kendall, Keith Hookham,
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Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
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Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,
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Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls,
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Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Rigby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett, Stephen Simpson,
Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,

Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, David Wood,

Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley and the
guys at RailUK.
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Avanti West

Coast

The Avanti Voyagers are soon to be replaced by new
IET units but for now they are still providing sterling
service on the WCML as can be seen as Class 221 115
passes Stafford on July 5th working the 16:10 London
Euston to Bangor service.

Avanti West Coast becomes first train operator

Avanti West Coast has become the first train operator to
join a prestigious network of world-leading experts and
facilities aiming to revolutionise rail travel.

The intercity operator, which serves major towns and
cities on the West Coast between London and Scotland,
is now part of the UK Rail Research Innovation Network
(UKRRIN) - aninitiative designed to create collaboration
between academia and the rail industry.

Led by the University of Birmingham Centre for Railway
Research and Education (BCRRE), UKRRIN aims to
provide a step-change in innovation in the sector. The
network provides its members with access to the latest
facilitiesandresearch from expertsacrosstheindustryto
supportthe developmentand adoption of new solutions

and technologies.

Membership of UKRRIN will give AvantiWest Coastaccess
to subject specialistsin digital systems, rolling stock and
infrastructure to identify opportunities to develop and
innovate its customer experience, as well as its day-to-
day operation.

The first collaboration project between Avanti and the
University of Birmingham will see the BCRRE analyse
areas of the business to propose priorities for the future,
including its behind-the-scenes operations, customer
experience, accessibility, and inclusivity.

Through its membership to UKRRIN, Avanti West Coast
will also gain access to the skills, knowledge and

to join network that aims

expertise of the University of Huddersfield, which is the
lead for the Centre of Excellence in Rolling Stock and
the University of Southampton - the lead facility for the
Centre of Excellence in Infrastructure.

Michael Weston, Executive Director of Projects at Avanti
West Coast, said: “The West Coast Main Line has a proud
history of innovating, and we’re keen to continue that
as we aim to revolutionise rail travel.

Joining the UK Rail Research and Innovation Network
will help us to progress ideas, explore opportunities,
enabling us to play our part in building a railway for
the future, as we strive to find new ways of working
and initiatives that deliver the best possible customer
experience.
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to innovate rail sector

We’re excited to be a part of this great network of world-
leading experts and look forward to collaborating with
them to create a railway the UK can be proud of.”

Paul Plummer, Professor in Rail Strategy at the BCRRE
said: “In these challenging times it’s more important
thaneverthattheindustryisabletoinnovatetoimprove
customer experience, sustainability and affordability.
We’re delighted to be working with Avanti West Coast
on their priorities and for them to become the first train
operating company to join UKRRIN.”



Avanti West

Coast

Radio 4 comedy series celebrating rail travel to feature Avanti West Coast routes

A new Radio 4 comedy series celebrating rail travel is to
feature customers and staff on Avanti West Coast routes
from London to Glasgow and Holyhead. Strangers on a
Train, to be broadcast this in July and August, will hear
stories shared by customers and employees while they
travel across the UK.

Presented by comedian,actorand authorAlexiSayle, the
Six part series sees him embark on a rail journey, taking
a chance on who he might meet and inviting them to
have a conversation with him. The programme sees him
break the golden rule of travelling by train and actually
talk to his fellow passengers in a quest for conversations
that reveal their lives, hopes, dreams and destinations.
Here he finds humour, sadness and surprise as people
talk about what is going on in their lives and, as Alexei
passes through familiar towns and cities, he also tells
stories and memories from his career and childhood.

Class390121,initsclimatechange
livery, departs Crewe with the
16:18 Preston to London Euston
service on July 9th.

In the second episode, Alexei travels with Avanti West
Coast from London to Glasgow and meets a number
of customers including two people who are on holiday
from Indonesia and have just fulfilled a lifetime’s dream
of watching Liverpool play at Anfield. He also talks
to another who has been to his public speaking club
which he joined to overcome his extreme shyness and
someone who has lived most of her life on a sheep farm
overlooking the stunningly beautiful Holy Loch in Argyll
and Bute in Scotland.

In the penultimate episode, Alexei returns to the West
Coast route, travelling on an Avanti West Coast service
fromLondontoHolyhead.Oneofhisencountersincludes
an actorand musician on his way to performin a musical
in Llandudno and an organisational psychologist whose
work involves helping people discover what they really
want to do in life.

He also chats with Holyhead based Stephany Scrivener
who has just celebrated her 20-year service award as a
customer service assistant on the railway and tells Alexei
of her meeting with two of her most famous customers
- a young Prince William and Kate Middleton now Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge.

The London to Glasgow programme also features Mark
Green, Station Manager for Avanti West Coast at Penrith,
who shares some of his memories from his 30 years on
the railway.

“It was great to sit down and chat with Alexei,” says
Mark. “It’s clear he has a passion for travelling by train
and that shone through in all his conversations with
fellow travellers. It reinforced just how important the
industry is to a whole host of people, all from different
backgrounds and with their own story to tell.”
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Avanti West

16th.

Coast

Class 390 157 working the 9G02 06:23 London Euston
to Birmingham New Street passes Old Linslade on July

Forgotten story of record-breaking women’s football team retold with help from Avanti West Coast

Avanti West Coast has supported young people in
Lancashire to help retell the forgotten story of the most
successful women’s football team in history. A unique
project created by Community Rail Lancashire (CRL)
aims to raise awareness amongst a new generation of
the record-breaking Dick, Kerr Ladies. It follows the
release of a short film, Granny, which commemorates
one of the members of the Dick, Kerr Ladies team, Lizzy
Ashcroft, and comes as England’s Lionesses prepare
for the Women’s Euro 2022 Final. The film was written
and produced by Blackpool-based actress Michelle
Crane, who was inspired by an article penned by Lizzy’s
grandson about the footballer’s life.

To build youth engagement around the short film and
documentanimportant part of historyina new way, CRL
teamed up with a group of young people undertaking
a supported internship programme called DFN Project
SEARCH, to create a series of specially made postcards.
Deliveredin partnership with Lancashire County Council,
Preston College and Hft (national charity providing
services for people with learning disabilities), the
internship is a transition to work programme for young

people with learning disabilities and autism.

Working alongside community artist, Karen Allerton, the
interns participated in workshops to think up ideas for
the postcards’ designs that celebrate the achievements
of the team and give some context in which it emerged.
To help withtheirinspiration,theyoung peopletravelled
by train to visit the National Football Museum, where
theytook partin aworkshop aboutthe Dick, Kerr Ladies.
Theyalso enjoyed a tour of Preston North End’s stadium,
followed by atalk from renowned researcherand author,
Gail Newsham, who has spent nearly three decades
bringing the story of the Dick, Kerr Ladies to a wider
audience.

Six unique postcards were produced - with the artwork
designed to engage and encourage more people to take
notice of theteam’simportancein Preston’s football and
wider social history. The team was formed in 1917 at the
Dick, Kerr & Co Ltd munitions factory and fought against
the ban on women playing on the Football Association’s
pitches. They continued to play matches, raising money
for charity until 1965.

As partoftheinitiative, whichwasfunded through Avanti
West Coast’s Community Project Fund, theyoung people
have distributed the postcards by handing them out to
passengers at Preston station. They will also write and
deliver the cards to care home residents and members
of the community to spark conversations and support
those who may be experiencing loneliness. While CRL
will give them to school, college, and community groups
they work with in the local area.

Joanna Buckley, Community Manager at Avanti West
Coast, said: “We want to connect young people to
opportunity and by supporting this great project they
have been able to experience rail travel, learn a key part
of football and social history, as well as engage with the
local community.

“We’re proud to have worked with Community Rail
Lancashire to raise awareness of the Dick, Kerr Ladies
amongst local people here in Preston, and help keep
their fascinating story alive has been brilliant, as we
want to champion the places we serve and celebrate

their heritage. As England’s Lionesses prepared for the
Women’s Euro Final, we hope this project will spark
an interest in women’s football and inspire the next
generation to pass on a key part of Preston’s history.”

Katie Douglas, Accessibility and Inclusion Officer at
Community Rail Lancashire, said: “Community Rail
Lancashire is uniquely placed to be a bridge between
the rail industry and the communities they serve. With
a particular emphasis on developing rail confidence
amongst younger people it has been an absolute
privilege to work with DFN Project Search.

Their enthusiasm to learn about this important part of
history and take partin a creative workshop hasresulted
in a set of postcards that they should be very proud of.

In the words of one young person, “I felt really inspired
as | couldn’t believe how much history there was about
the Dick, Kerr Ladies and | liked that we got to build more
independence by catching the train.”
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SLEEPER TRAINS SERVICE SECURED BY COLAS RAIL UK FREIGHT

Colas Rail UK’s Freight Business have introduced a
new service hauling concrete sleepers from the Cemex
sleeper facility in Halling, Kent on behalf of Network Rail
Supply Chain Operations.

The sleepers are loaded using a new gantry crane
imported from Germany, the crane straddles both tracks
within the facility and can load a train on either track.
This train was the first to use this section of railway in
over 30 years, with the tracks being recommissioned by
Colas Rail UK earlier this year.

The first train comprised of 18 loaded sleeper wagons
which were delivered to the Hoo Junction local
distribution centre in Kent from June 2022 for onward
distribution around the rail network.

Class56302passesKempseyewith
6Y41 18:57 Bescot Up Engineers
Sidings - Sutton Bridge on July

Starting as an initial run, the programme across the
service contract will become more frequent in 2023.

This has been a successful start to a project which has
seen collaboration between Colas Rail UK, Network Rail
and Cemex to initiate this new flow.
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Class 66 103 in the revised EWS Livery, with
its silver buffers coasts past Pemberton foot
crossing with the 10:48 Knowsley to Willton
loaded refuse train, on a red hot July 18th.

Steel on steel: DB Cargo UK launches new loco livery

DB Cargo UK has released into service a newly-liveried
Class 60 locomotive (60 062) to celebrate the important
roletheyplayinsupportingthe UK’s metaltransportation
market. The Class 60 locomotive - called Steel on Steel
and with a striking flame design - is being utilised for the
movement of metal products across key routes in the
UK, feeding major manufacturing supply chains. One
full train load of steel coil can produce over 1000 new
cars or 60,000 white goods!

Steel on Steel will be used to transport steel coil to
the company’s centre of excellence for steel logistics,
WolverhamptonSteelLogisticsCentre,whichis11,800m2
with the capacity to store some 48,000 tonnes of steel.

This is the latest instalment in the company’s Freight
Belongs on Rail campaign, which has been used to
highlight the significance of rail freight to UK PLC and
drive an ambitious modal shift growth target from the

UK government. Rail freight makes a major contribution
to the economy, providing safe, sustainable and
innovative logistics solutions for the movement of
around £30 billion of essential products around Britain
each year, as well as to and from mainland Europe.

Moving goods by rail also reduces congestion, emissions
and noise on Britain’s already crowded road network,
removing an estimated 2.9 million HGV movements from
the roads each year.

DB Cargo UK’s CEO Andrea Rossi said: “The role of rail
freight in the UK is pivotal to both the economy and the
environment and it is our duty to drive the growth of
our sector for the benefit of UK PLC. We underpin major
industry sectors in the UK and our rich heritage with the
metal sector is one we are incredibly proud of. This is
why we need the UK Government to set an ambitious

modal

shift growth
target —
for the
environment
and the
economy.
Rail freight
is  today’s

solution to transport decarbonisation.”

DB Cargo UK’s Chief Sales Officer Roger Neary said: “Our
newlocomotiveisavisualcommitmenttooursupportfor
the metals sector because we are the biggest nationwide
mover of finished metal products and raw materials to
support metal manufacturing processes here in the UK.

“For most of our metal customers, rail is an integral
component of their supply chains, keeping blast
furnaces in operation and allowing seamless and
continuousmanufactureoftheirproducts. Thisisaproud
achievement for us; not only are we supporting major
UK supply chains but also driving economic growth and
environmental sustainability,” he added.
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OnJuly 14th, Class 66 094 approaches
Hellifield with arake ofempty gypsum
box wagons from New Biggin - Milford
West.
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HS2 celebrates the delivery of over a million tonnes of construction material

The positive impact of DB Cargo UK’s rail operations in
Buckinghamshire has been laid bare as HS2 publicly
celebrated the delivery of more than a million tonnes of
construction material to its sites in Buckinghamshire.
The high-speed rail operator said the use of rail freight to
transport materials to its sites had taken the equivalent
of 100,096 HGV journeys off local roads and saved a
staggering 11,399 tonnes of CO2 emissions.

Thehuge milestone was achieved over eighteen months,
with 583 trains delivering aggregate to three locations
around Calvert and Aylesbury.

The construction of HS2 — which is designed to improve
links between London, Birmingham and the north,
help level-up the economy and provide a low carbon
alternative to car and air travel - is now well underway
across Buckinghamshire, with the aggregate used for
early works and temporary site access roads.

The first freight railhead opened at Calvert at the end of
2020, withonly 180trains scheduled to deliver aggregate
from Hanson quarries in the west of England. Following
thesuccessoftheproject,newrailheadswereestablished
near Calvert and Aylesbury to allow a massive increase
in the amount of material delivered by rail.

The work is being managed by HS2’s main works
contractor EKFB - a team made up of Eiffage, Kier,
Ferrovial Construction and Bam Nuttall.

The freight trains are operated by DB Cargo UK and
Hanson and coordinated by rail freight specialists,
Fishbone.

HS2 Project Client, Rohan Perin said: “We are serious
about reducing the impact of construction on the local
community and every freight train delivering material
to site is the equivalent of around 70 trucks that would

otherwise be on local roads. HS2 will offer zero carbon
journey for passengers, but it’s also important that
we drive down the amount of embedded carbon in
construction. We’ve been working closely with Network
Rail, EKFB and the Freight Operators for a number of
years to make deliveries by rail possible and it’s great
to see that our freight trains have now passed the one
million tonne mark.”

Across the whole HS2 project, 15,000 freight trains are
setto haul 10 milliontonnes of aggregate to construction
sites - taking the equivalent of 1.5 million HGVs off the
UK’s roads.

Head of EKFB Logistics and Security, Chris Barton said:
“The EKFB Logistics Team always strives to optimise
deliveries where possible and the Material by Rail
strategy is central to that. With the support of our
partners, Fishbone Solutions, Hanson, DB Cargo UK,

RFS and Mendip Rail, this strategy has allowed EKFB to
remove a substantial number of vehicles from the roads
adjacent to the construction sites and critically reduce
the impacts on local communities, but also transform
how we manage logistics on this project.

Itis no small task and we are all immensely proud of our
achievements so far, and we now look forward to the
next million tons.”

The construction milestone comes as HS2 continues to
make significant progress across the county. The two
tunnelling machines excavating the Chiltern tunnel
have both dug almost three miles, the designs for the
Calvert Infrastructure Maintenance depot revealed and
the first ‘green tunnel’ at Chipping Warden has begun
construction.
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Class 88 003 ‘Genesis’ leads the 4L48 13:51
Daventry (Tesco) to Tilbury 2 Container
Terminal through Northampton on July

Rail extravaganza huge success

The Direct Rail Services’ (DRS) open day saw over
3,500 people gather for a family fun day, while raising
thousands of pounds for deserving causes. Back after a
long absence due to the pandemic, Nuclear Transport
Solutions’ (NTS) rail division, DRS, once again opened
their gates to families and enthusiasts from across the
country at their open day in Crewe. This year’s event
took place on July 16th at DRS’s Gresty Bridge rail depot.
With gates not opening until 10am, a queue began to
form from 8 o’clock as fans, eager to get access to their
favourite locomotives, waited patiently outside.

The day saw around 3,500 people attend and raised
over £39,000 for our sponsorship and donations fund,
an absolutely outstanding figure which will go a long
way to help deserving causes across the UK.

There was plenty to keep the whole family entertained
withtheopportunitytositinareallocomotivecab, getup
close to working engines, witness a heritage locomotive
start, nameplate auction, kids’ face painting, and much
more.

Therewere alsotwo veryimportantlocomotive namings
at the event. The first saw “Max Joule” unveiled on
Class 66 422, a tribute to one of DRS’s founders and its
Managing Director until his tragic death in 1999.

The nameplate was unveiled by NTS Chair Wanda
Goldwag, DRS Rail Director and NTS Deputy CEO Chris
Connelly, and Nuclear Decommissioning Authority CEO
David Peattie, who all paid tribute to Max’s lasting legacy
and to honour the man who laid the foundations of the
company we see today.

The second naming was very emotional for all involved
as “Driver Paul Scrivens” was unveiled on Class 66 424.
Paul had been a driver at DRS for over 20 years, he was
well known and well liked by all who knew him until his
very sad death last year.

His colleague and friend Tim Howlett gave a personal
account of Paul before Paul’s sister Emma revealed
the new plate, which will see his name continue on the
railways he loved so much. It was an emotional moment

but a fitting tribute to one of the
railway’s finest drivers and friend
to all.

Wanda Goldwag, NTS Chair,
said: “It’s the first time I’'ve been
to such an event and | have to
say it was absolutely fantastic.
The atmosphere was filled
with excitement and it was just
marvelloustoseesomanybudding
young Train Drivers and Engineers
fascinated by all the engines and
equipment on display. The fact it
is all done for deserving causes
makes it even more worthwhile
and I’m looking forward to seeing
allthe greatwork this money can do forthe communities
in which we operate. It was a huge honourto be involved
with both locomotive namings and I’ll be looking out for
the engines running across our rail network for years to

come. | want to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who
came along and all of our staff volunteers for making the
event such a special day.”
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New service to support UK’s automotive industry by moving 3 13kt of aggregate by rail

GBRailfreight(GBRf)hasannouncedthecommencement
of a new service to move aggregates from Shap Summit
Quarry to Battleship Wharf in North Blyth.

The aggregates are being moved for Breedon and will
be used for the foundations of a BritishVolt gigaplant,
which is strategically important to the UK’s automotive
industry and a key component in the drive to the UK
achieving Net Zero by 2050.

GBRf plan to run one train per day until September,
where we will then run two trains per day until around
March 2023.

Class 66 locomotives with 22 MJA wagons will be used
for this service, with over 315kt of aggregates being
moved over the period of the campaign.

John Smith, CEO of GB Railfreight, said: “Rail freight
has a vital role to play in supporting the economy and
in helping companies transition to a greener way of
working. Thenewservicedemonstrateshowtransporting
material by rail, instead of by road, significantly reduces
the environmental impact of important construction
projects.”
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Class 801 104 departs Leeds on July
13th with the 13:45 to London King’s

UK HEATWAVE HEIGHTENS CONCERN FOR CLIMATE CHANGE

As the nation recently experienced temperatures up
to 40 degrees Celsius, many Britons have shifted their
views on the impacts of climate change and how they
can play their part in slowing it. The research found
that following the heatwave, nine out of 10 people (89
percent) feel that climate change has contributed to the
recent hot weather, 12 percent more than in the run up
to it. This has led to a similar shift (+12 percent) when
it comes to people considering ways in which they can
change their lifestyles to help prevent climate change,
increasing from 37 percent to 49 percent.

Travel is one area being reconsidered by consumers
looking to make a change. The research found a quarter
(25 percent) of adults prioritise their mode of travelling
to and around their holiday destinations, giving priority
to those that are better for the environment.

Gone are the days of rushing around on a city break,
with travellers instead choosing to start and end their
journey in the most relaxed way possible, whilst having
a positive environmental impact. LNER surveyed those
who love to travel to find out what they are prioritising

when it comes to taking a break this summer, finding
that more than half (56 percent) are keen to learn more
about how to be a sustainable travellerand onein three
(32 percent) plan to travel less in order to help reduce
damage to the environment. To help those looking to
make positive eco-changes to their travel habits, LNER
has launched the second edition of the Green Guide,
which showcases sustainable options for visiting some
of the most popular destinations on the East Coast
route. The Summer 2022 edition of the guide features
the most sustainable placesto eat, sleep and play when
visiting Inverness, Harrogate and Lincoln.

The Green Guide launch comes as the research found
that half of people (45 percent) have been planning
their trips specifically around being able to enjoy local
experiences, and around four out of 10 (44 percent)
prioritise being ableto eatanddrinklocal produce when
it comes to booking a trip. Around half (48 percent) say
they want to find hidden local gems, while 51 percent
say it’s important to visit local shops - rather than
chain shops - and 1 in 10 actively seek out eco-friendly
accommodations when travelling.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “This
summer is set to be huge for domestic travel, so we’re
delighted to be launching the second version of our
popular Green Guide to help people wanting to make
more responsible travel choices. Our research shows
half of British adults want to learn more about how to
be a sustainable traveller, so the Green

Guide is aimed at providing a wide range

of inspiration on how to do this on the

LNER route.

Whether it’s Lincoln Cathedral with its
exterior recently revealed after nearly 40
years, or the Highland Food and Drink
Trail in Inverness, we’re seeing people
from all around the world flocking to
our destinations to seek out increasingly
popular local experiences. This s
becoming very important to the kind of
traveller who wants to spend their money
on authenticregional experiences, as well
as taking the time to use the journey to
switch off.”

LNER’s Green Guide has been curated using tips and
advicefrom LNER colleagueslocaltothedestinations as
wellaswith supportfromVisit Harrogate, Visit Inverness
Loch Ness and Visit Lincolnshire. The Guide is available
on www.lner.co.uk/greenguides as well as in LNER’s
travel centres at stations along the East Coast route.



13th.

Class 801 212 departs Northallerton with the 06:55
London King’s Cross - Edinburgh service on July

LNER APPOINTS FIRST FEMALE ENGINEERING DIRECTOR

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is pleased to announce that Dr Linda
Wain has been appointed to the role of Engineering Director.

Dr Wain, who has been Head of Engineering and Assurance at LNER for five
years, will oversee all aspects of LNER’s fleet, future procurement and major
engineering projects such as the adoption of digital signalling to ensure
customers receive the world-class, punctual service that customers expect
from LNER.

Speaking about her new role, Dr Wain said: “I’m delighted to be taking up
the role of Engineering Director at LNER, and in doing so following in the
footsteps of many great people who have worked in the business in the
past. Ensuring that our fleet is well maintained and is constantly improved
to take advantage of new technology is incredibly important as we look to
deliver an exceptional experience to our customers.

I’m also pleased to be the first female Engineering Director at
LNER and | hope to use my position to challenge perceptions
and encourage more young women to consider engineering as
a worthwhile and rewarding career.”

Dr Wain brings with her 30 years of experience in various roles
in rail, in engineering, reliability improvement, fleet and depot
management. She has previously worked at the Royal Air Force
and Ford Motor Company.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “Linda is
already an incredibly inspiring leader within our business and
I’m confident that she will use her considerable expertise to
successfully drive forward our exciting portfolio of engineering
projects. She brings a huge amount of passion and energy to
herrole and | am delighted she will be leading our Engineering
team.”
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SR MN Class No. 35028 ‘Clan Line’
working the 1209 17:29 Weymouth to
LondonWaterlooisseen onRedbridge
Causeway approaching Redbridge.

Greater Anglia donates bicycles to
communities in Africa

Trainoperator Greater Angliahasrecentlydonated another
40 bicycles to Re-Cycle, a charity which takes used bicycles
and ships them to rural communities in Africa. The cycles
were allabandoned and had been left at stationsacrossthe
Greater Anglia network, including Cambridge, Chelmsford
and Norwich. The train operator regularly carries out cycle
tagging exercises, where notices are attached to cycles
parked in the station’s racks. Cyclists are asked to remove
the tag from the bike to indicate it is being used.

Any cycles with tags left on them after a period of time are
removed from the cycle storage and donated to charity.
This frees up space for other cyclists to use. Greater Anglia
has been working with Re-Cycle for several years and has
donated more than 1000 bikes to communities in Ghana,
Zambia, The Gambia and South Africa.

Krzysztof Drozd, Greater Anglia Station Cleaning & Waste
Manager, said: “We are very pleased to support Re-Cycle
by donating these abandoned bikes from various station
across our network. People living in rural Africa can walk

for miles a day to collect water, or to get to school or work.

A bike can change someone’s life, and we are pleased to
be able to help Re-Cycle with their mission to help people
in Africa access sustainable bike transport. We would like
to remind passengers that our cycle storage facilities are
for short term use only and people should not leave cycles
for longer periods of time. We would also advise cyclists to
use good quality locks while securing their bikes.”

Claire Kettle, Re-Cycle’s Director says “We are delighted
to have built a strong partnership with Greater Anglia
over several years and are very grateful for all of the
abandoned bicycles donated to Re-Cycle. These bikes
help give independence to so many people in Africa with
no other transport options and our reuse and repurpose
ethic means that fewer bikes are sent to landfill in the UK.”

Re-Cycle, which is based in Colchester, sends bicycles to
rural communities in Africa, enriching the lives of those
less fortunate, by giving them the gift of independence.
The charity also provides training to mechanics on how
to service and repair the bikes, enabling a bike to become
more sustainable.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Why are there no clear rules on what should
happen when a train is cancelled?

Q: My mothertravelled onadayreturn Middlesbrough
to Newcastle via Hartlepool. The return service was
cancelled and the next direct service would have
resulted in a delay of at least 65 mins. Having read
it’s up to the guard as to whether you can travel on
another TOC’s service after a cancellation.... | told
her to go to the ticket office to ask them to endorse
her ticket to travel to Darlington on TPE (and then
Northern to Middlesbrough), rather than having the
stress of trying to find the guard before the train
leaves.

Newcastle ticket office refuse to do that and charge
an excess to travel via Darlington. The TPE guard then
saystheticketofficewaswrongandsheshouldn’thave
been charged anything. Why is it down to individual
staff to decide whether to permit travel or notin cases
like this? Surely there should be some standard rules
so people don’t end up with inconsistent messages.
And can she now reclaim any of that ticket fare?

The journey was going to be Newcastle 17:40 to
Nunthorpe 19:05 (it was a Nunthorpe to Newcastle
day return). The excess was only £2.20 but being
a pensioner she watches the pennies and the
inconsistent messages from different staff has
annoyed her more than anything!

The actual journey was:

17:42 TPE to Darlington

18:22 Darlington to Middlesbrough (18:50)

She then realised there was not going to be an
alternative Middlesbrough to Nunthorpe train
for nearly 2 hours so had to pay for a taxi from
Middlesbrough to Nunthorpe at that point.

A: So, the issue(s) seems to be...

The cancelled 17:40 Northern service from Newcastle
to Nunthorpe was the last direct service of the day (via
Hartlepool). Waiting for the next departure at 18:45
from Newcastle (via Hartlepool) and then changing
at Middlesbrough would have resulted in a delayed
arrival time at Nunthorpe of 21:00 (originally would
have been 19:12).

Newcastle ticket office have levied a £2.20 excess for
“Any Permitted” travel via Darlington.

On arrival at Middlesbrough at c. 18:50, having
travelled via Darlington, she then decided to abandon
her journey and travel the final four and a half miles
by taxi, rather than wait for the next train service from
Middlesbrough to Nunthorpe, which wasn’t due to
depart Middlesbrough until 20:42.

Not sure Delay Repay applies here, but it does seem to
have been a problematic return journey, and, to cut to
the chase, can any valid claim(s)/complaint be made,
and if so, to whom.?

As the anticipated delay was more than an hour, she
was entitled to be re-routed at the earliest available
opportunity, i.e. via Darlington. She should not have
been charged anything extra for this and indeed, in
a case like this where there are specific fares for both
routes, there is no advantage in having obtained the
excess prior to travel anyway - it can be obtained
onboard without penalty.

The issue she may face in recovering the cost of either
the excess or taxi is if she didn’t contact Northern to
give them an opportunity to organise either. Ticket
offices are extremely inconsistent, but are very much
in decline and on the way out as there is a huge shift
towards online sales/support.

While ticket offices might give good outcomes, my
experiences have generally been poor, and so have
many others who have reported, hence why it’s a good
idea to ask the TOC directly on Twitter and if they don’t
give a favourable result it can be best to ask the on
board staff.

By all means ask ticket office staff while you await
an answer from the relevant TOC(s), but if they try to
charge you, | wouldn’t pay it unless there is absolutely
no alternative.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Class 47 614 and 47 805 working the 1780 06:09
Norwich to Weymouth charter are seen crossing
Redbridge Causeway approaching Totton on July

Railway Careers Day for young asylum seekers in Southend

Greater Anglia managers held a Careers Day for young
asylum seekers at Southend Victoria station on July 1st.
The event was facilitated by the Essex and South Suffolk
Community Rail Partnership who are working with
Southend Adult Community College to improve social
inclusion and career prospects for young refugees and
asylum seekers. Students aged 16-19 from the college’s
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) course
metwithGreaterAnglia’smanagementteamatSouthend
to discover the various job roles that are available on
the railway.

The college’s Head of Adult Learning, Patricia North,
said, “We were really grateful to the Essex and South
Suffolk Community Rail Partnership for facilitating this

really beneficial link. Thanks to the Greater Anglia team
at Southend, too, fortheirtime and help outlining all the
possible job opportunities as we prepare our students
for the world of work. It was a real eye opener for our
students - especially the girls from Afghanistan who met
a female train driver, something that is almost unheard
of in their country - and it was great for them to be able
to practice their English-speaking skills as well.”

Catherine Gaywood, Community Rail Partnership
Officer, said, “We were delighted to help the college
with an introduction to possible careers on the railway
with the added benefit of helping young asylum seekers
to feel more integrated and confident in using public
transport.”

Alan Neville, Greater Anglia’s Customer and Community
Engagement Manager, said, ““Greater Anglia is a great
place to work and we were delighted to welcome the
students and show them the different job roles they
might want to consider as they start their careers.
Greater Anglia is committed to diversity, equality and

reducing barriers to progression, as a diverse workforce
is a better workforce.”

Photo: Southend Adult Community College students
and Greater Anglia managers at Southend Victoria
station. ©Essex and South Suffolk CRP.
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Class 60 046 is seen at Chessington South
on July 21st having worked 6Z72 from
Willesden DC Rail sidings.

Greater Anglia invests over £1 million in rail
station upgrades

Greater Anglia hasinvested over £1 millioninupgrading
waiting shelters, toilets and benches at rail stations
across East Anglia.

Atotal of nine new waiting shelters have been installed,
eight of them replacing old ones at Braintree Freeport,
Brandon, Great Chesterford, Hatfield Peverel, Harlow
Mill and Wrabness, and at Alresford, an additional new
shelter has been installed.

Toilet facilities have been refurbished at Audley End,
Chelmsford, Cheshunt, Hockley, Manningtree, Marks
Tey, Shenfield and Thorpe Le Soken.

The upgrade included new tiling, hand dryers and
decorationandatsomestationsnewsinksandworktops.

Over 450 platform benches have also been upgraded,
and some old style metal benches have been replaced
with timber ones which are more comfortable and
improve the appearance of the platforms.

The new benches - which would be the equivalent of a
kilometrelongifplacedendtoend-havesupplemented
and/or replaced older benches at 76 stations (listed
below), across Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire
and Hertfordshire.

Greater Anglia’s Director of Asset Management, Simone
Bailey, said: “These upgrades provide a better station
environment and improved comfort for passengers, as
we welcome people back to the railway.

It’s part of an ongoing programme of station upgrade
projects which has also included car park re-lining and
widerstationpresentationstandardsacrossournetwork
to ensure our facilities are in excellent condition for our
customers.”

Photo: The new shelter at Harlow Mill station. ©Greater
Anglia
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Network Rail’s No. DR76911 heads through
Swindon eastwards on July 28th.

Colas Rail’s No. DR75011 heads on the centre
road eastwards through Swindon on July 28th.

Class 93 locomotive project reaches a significant milestone with the
completion of the first bodyshell

Stadlerhasstarted productionofthe Class93 locomotive
fleetforRailOperationsUKandfinishedthefirstbodyshell.
Assembly of all the components and sub-systems will
soon begin. After a period of testing and approvals, the
first locomotive is scheduled to be transferred to the UK
in March 2023. Entry into service is set to take place a few
months later. The Class 93 is Stadler’s first ever tri-mode
locomotive, demonstrating the company’s commitment
to greentechnology and reducing carbon emissions. It is
also the first tri-mode locomotive to operate in the UK.
The first carbody for the Class 93 is now ready, paving
the way to the assembly stage, which involves the
installation of piping, cabling, traction systems and
other equipment. Able to operate using electricity, in
battery mode, as well as with diesel, the Class 93 is the
first tri-mode locomotive that Stadler has ever designed
and manufactured and the first to operate in the UK.
Commissioning is set to be undertaken next year.

British company, Rail Operations UK and Stadler signed
a framework agreement in 2021 for 30 Class 93 tri-mode
locomotives, ordering an initial batch of ten. Class 93 is
a ‘Bo-Bo’ mixed-traffic locomotive based on Stadler’s
Class 68 and Class 88 locomotives, which have been
operating successfully in the UK for several years. All
locomotives on order for Rail Operations (UK) are being
made at Stadler’s Valencia plant. The locomotives will
havethreedifferent power sources, and in electric mode,

can run on 25kV AC overhead lines with a power up to
4,600 kW. They feature a Stage V900 kW-engine and two
Lithium Titanate Oxide (LTO) traction battery packs,
allowing them to operate on non-electrified lines. The
battery packs provide 400 kW extra power to supplement
the engine when the locomotives are running in diesel/
battery hybrid mode. The batteries modules can also
work alone, enabling carbon-free operations.

The advanced locomotives will significantly reduce
exhaust gas emissions for both rail freight and potential
passengertransportservices,supporting netzerotargets
intheUK.Theyalsoincludeefficiencyfeaturestominimise
energy consumption. The high-efficiency transformer
and the AC traction system with IGBT technology, one
inverter per axle, enable better adhesion control, reduce
energy consumption and increase reliability. Kinetic
energy is recuperated during braking. The Class 93 is
capableofreachingahigherspeedthantheClass68sand
Class 88s-110mph in comparison with 100mph. Future-
proofed, its innovative hybrid coupler enables coupling
via a draw hook and through automatic coupling.

Ifigo Parra, CEO of Stadler Valencia, commented: “This
is a project of firsts: the Class 93 is not only the first tri-
mode locomotive to run in the UK, but it’s Stadler’s first
tri-mode locomotive, illustrating our commitment to

greentechnologyandgenuinedesiretohelpgovernments

and businesses around the world de-carbonise their
cities, towns and villages. We are delighted to see these
locomotives take shape and look forward to continued
working with our customer and partner, Rail Operations
UK.

Karl Watts from
Rail Operations
UK commented:
“We've been
working with
Stadler for four
years now to
specifyanddesign
a locomotive for
the future. The
end product, the
Class 93 tri-mode,
is a locomotive of
great operating
versatility,
incredible energy
efficiency and
packed full of
technologywhich,
not only allows us
to transform UK
train operations

but lead the way in UK rail decarbonisation. The
locomotive also enables Rail Operations UK to penetrate
new operating markets, in particular express freight,
previously unavailable using its existing locomotive
fleet.”
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Network Rail’s Rail Grinder Nos. DR79501 -
DR79507 working 4Q03 from Rugby to Derby
Etches Park, passes Burton on July 22nd.

Train-name fame as GUWR celebrates 18th
and final BBC Make a Difference Superstar

Great Western Railway has
staged the last of its train-
naming events celebrating
BBC Make a Difference
Superstars who  went
above and beyond to help
others during the Covid-19
pandemic. Jo Prosser, who
masterminded a project
in Bicester to provide one
million meals for NHS
frontline staff, washonoured
at Oxford Station on July
12th. GWR joined forces with
the BBC in 2020 to celebrate
MakeaDifferenceSuperstars
from nine BBC Local Radio
regions. Jo is the last of 18
heroes to be awarded train-
name fame for selflessly
helping others at the peak
of the pandemic.

Jo left behind her husband and much-loved dog
in Lincolnshire for four months to spearhead a
Salute the NHS project in Bicester co-founded by
Ron Dennis CBE, founder of F1 team McLaren. As
lead operations director, she worked tirelessly to
coordinate 800 volunteers to deliver one million
meals, boxes, bags and 75,000 soothe and care
packs to the NHS. She showed her full array of
skills, from driving a forklift to managing orders,
packing boxes and liaising with all the teams
involved. Always working with a smile, Jo proved
an inspirational leader, setting up visits with
potential partners, key celebrities and even a Royal
guest. After being nominated by listeners on BBC
Oxford, Jo was selected by judges as a BBC Make a
Difference Superstar, with her name now featuring
on Intercity Express Train No. 800 034.

VictoriaPrentis,MPforBanbury(includingBicester),
said: “Jois a true unsung hero. It is because of the
efforts of people like her that we made it through
thelastcoupleofdifficultyears. Joworkedtirelessly
to deliver over one million meals for NHS frontline
staff in Bicester. It is brilliant to see her honoured in
this unique way by GWR and the BBC.”

Great Western Railway Managing Director Mark
Hopwood said: “It was a privilege to partner with
the BBC Make a Difference campaign and the
stories which featured on BBC local radio were truly
overwhelming. The various lockdown restrictions
which have followed since 2020 have presented
challenges in terms of staging train-naming events
for these BBC Make a Difference Superstars, but
we are delighted to finally recognise Jo and bring
this excellent partnership to a conclusion. Jo went
to incredible lengths <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>